Impact of personality characteristics on patient satisfaction after multifocal intraocular lens implantation: results from the "happy patient study".
This prospective multicenter study assessed personality characteristics that may influence patient satisfaction after implantation of multifocal intraocular lenses (MIOLs). One hundred eighty-three patients who underwent bilateral implantation of different MIOLs were enrolled. Uncorrected and corrected distance visual acuity for distance and near (ie, UDVA, UNVA, CDVA, and CNVA) were assessed preoperatively and 3 and 6 months after implantation. Before surgery, personality characteristics were evaluated using a questionnaire based on the NEO Personality Inventory Test and the Compulsiveness Inventory Test. At the 3- and 6-month postoperative visits, patients answered a questionnaire concerning overall satisfaction, need for spectacles at different distances, visual function at different distances and lighting conditions, photic phenomena, and ease of performing daily activities. Three months after surgery (n = 163), mean CDVA was 0.03 ± 0.09 logMAR, UDVA was 0.05 ± 0.09 logMAR, and UNVA was 0.04 ± 0.11 logMAR. At the 6-month visit (n = 131), mean CDVA was 0.02 ± 0.07 logMAR, UDVA was 0.06 ± 0.09 logMAR, and UNVA was 0.05 ± 0.01 logMAR. Most patients (82.2%) would opt for an MIOL again, 3.7% would not, and 14.1% were uncertain. Overall satisfaction with the procedure was correlated to low astigmatism, good visual function, low spectacle dependence, and less halos or glare. The personality characteristics of compulsive checking, orderliness, competence, and dutifulness were statistically significantly correlated to subjective disturbance by glare and halos. Postoperative patient satisfaction after MIOL implantation is correlated to visual performance, spectacle independence, and less photic phenomena. Personality characteristics have an impact on subjective disturbance by photic phenomena and thus are important for patient satisfaction.